
Halloween Costumes 
 Of course, Halloween is tomorrow, which 

means we will all have an excuse to dress up as ani-

mals, pirates, witches, or super heroes.  Here are a 

couple guidelines we use when it comes to costumes 

at Brantford: 

 We must be able recognize every child for 

safety reasons.  This means that students are not to wear full face masks or 

other coverings that would make identification difficult.  Half masks are often 

OK as long as we can see the child’s eyes.  Detachable swords, light sabers, 

or other such “weapons” are not allowed at school, even if they are brought 

in a bag, so please leave them at home so the students are not even tempt-

ed to take them out, as we all hate to be the ones to say they can’t wear a 

mask or have a sword.  Of course, this again has to do with student safety. 

 In addition, we ask that students do not wear extremely “scary” cos-

tumes...again, common sense judgement is needed here.  For example, 

dressing up fully as Pennywise, the clown from IT would not be an appropri-

ate costume for elementary school, although dressing up as a clown is fine. 

 Tomorrow, we encourage students, parents, and staff to come in full 

costume as we will be showing off our outfits first thing in the morning.  We’ll 

kick it off with a costume parade first thing in the morning, followed by an 

assembly at around 9:15 a.m. to show off our outfits, display our pumpkin 

carving abilities, and to have some Halloween fun.  It would be great to see 

you there. 
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Vision is the art of seeing 

things invisible. 
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Oct. 31st 

Halloween  
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Nov. 9th 
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Pro D Day 
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Nov. 26—29 

Scholastic 

Book Fair 

FAMILIES, COME AND JOIN US AT THE FOLLOWING UPCOMING EVENTS 

OCT. 31ST 
HALLOWEEN ASSEMBLY AND 
COSTUME PARADE—9:00 

A.M. 
 

Nov. 8th— PAC Meeting @ 7:00 p.m. in libarry 

 

Nov. 9th—Remembrance Day Assembly 10:30 a.m. 
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Calling All Pumpkin Carvers 
 As I write this newsletter entry, the primary students are 

wandering around the Richmond Country Farms pumpkin patch, 

picking their perfect pumpkin (I’m so alliterative).  We are putting 

out the challenge again this year to families to enter the annual 

Brantford Pumpkin Carving Contest.   We had 75 entries last year. 

 There will be prizes for: 

-Funniest/Scariest  -  Most Creative    - Most Detailed 

 The only stipulation is that the student must do at least a part of the design/

carving...but families are more than welcome to help. 

  We recommend bringing your pumpkin to the gym between 8:30—8:45 

a.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 31st.  Please label the back with your child’s NAME, DIV & 

GRADE (I suggest written on a piece of masking tape).  All pumpkins will be returned 

to students at the end of the day to bring home.  Good Luck! 
 

Scholastic Book Fair (Helpers needed) 
 The Enchanted Forest Scholastic Book Fair will be running at our 

school from Monday November 26th to Thursday November 29th.  Scho-

lastic Book Fair gives our school the opportunity to bring families, teach-

ers, students, and books together.  Additionally, a large portion of the 

sales benefits our school.  Last year we were able to raise $2204 to buy 

extra library books and home reading club prizes.  It’s the best way to 

raise funds while encouraging kids to read.  Please contact Ms. Mead if you can help any of 

those days (Aliana.mead@burnabyschools.ca) . 

Stump the Students Feel free to work with family members or 

on your own, and see if you can figure it out.  If you manage to solve the 

problem, write your answer down (show your work please) and then put it in 

the “Stump the Student” box for a chance to win a prize. Mr. Gurney will 

draw names of correct guesses the following week to win a small prize and the glory of being 

the “Brantford Brainiac” acknowledged on the announcements.   Good luck!    
  

Here are the 2 new STUMP THE STUDENT questions: 

Question #1 

    Mel had $35 and withdrew some more money from his bank account.  He bought a pair of 

trousers at $34, two shirts at $16 each and 2 pairs of shoes at $24 each and 2 pairs of shoes at 

$24 each.  After shopping, he had $32 left. How much money did 

Mel withdraw from the bank? 

 

Question #2 

     How many minutes are in one week? 

 

Good Luck…Maybe you will be the next Brantford Braniac!!! 

Answers to Stump the Student 

Newsletter #1Sept 13, 2018 

 

Question #1 

1 hour 

 

Question #2 
Jim: 5 years, Carls: 

10 years, Tomy: 16 years 

mailto:Aliana.mead@burnabyschools.ca
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Legalization of Cannabis- 
 

Please check our Burnaby Schools website for questions, policy and letter to parents on the following links; 

Code of conduct—Code of Conduct 

A list of frequently asked questions and Policy — on our website 
                                                                                                                                                                                                
  

Grades Receive Failing Grades…Huh? 
 Over the next several weeks, you will be getting 

a lot of information from me regarding Assessment 

Practices, Grading, Descriptive Feedback, and Com-

municating Student Learning.  I want our community to 

well-informed about Brantford practices and the rea-

soning behind it. 

 The first is a little information on why Brantford will 

be moving away from letter grades and more towards 

“descriptive feedback” and meaningful assessment.  

The basic premise is as follows:  Letter grades diminish 

interest in learning, create a preference for the easiest 

tasks, and reduce the quality of student thinking 

We have known all of this for decades, but as with most things, change is slow and 

people are reluctant to move from the status quo.  We get great questions like, “What about 

high school and university?” or “What will happen to motivation and rigour?”; sometimes we 

get comments like, “We had grades when I was a kid and I turned out fine” or “We’re too soft 

on kids nowadays, they have to learn how to fail”.  These are questions and concerns that I’d 

like to deal with at our next PAC meeting on Thursday, November 8th @ 7:00 p.m. 

 As well, I’ll be sending home more information in upcoming emails, with links to re-

search and surveys to help ensure the community is well-informed.  Until then, a couple links 

that may be helpful to learn more about this would be an article written by Alfie Kohn 

(https://www.alfiekohn.org/article/case-grades/) or a shortened version in a 4-minute video 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfRALeA3mdU).  Another interesting and short video 

you might find useful focuses on 2 very interesting research studies delving into grades and 

descriptive feedback (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjZ87Pai_5M). 

Stay tuned for more information to come and if you have any questions or concerns, drop 

me an email 

(kurt.gurney@burnabyschools.ca), phone 

(604-296-9002), or stop by any time. 

 

Brantford’s Silly Side  -  We would like to thank Alex in Div. 6, to adding  some fun to  our newsletter on a 

regular basis!   And  we  look forward to other contributions from various students through out the  year. 
 

     Q:  What types of horses come out after dark? 
  

      A:  Night Mares! 

 

      Q: What happens when a frogs car breaks? 
  

      A:  It gets toad! 

https://burnabyschools.ca/code-of-conduct/
https://burnabyschools.ca/blog/2018/10/16/cannabis-legalization-district-preparation/
https://www.alfiekohn.org/article/case-grades/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfRALeA3mdU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjZ87Pai_5M
mailto:kurt.gurney@burnabyschools.ca
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November 21, 2018 | Rogers Arena  

Doors open 5:00 p.m. | Show starts 6:15 p.m.  

Join us for an evening of inspiration, fun and action! 

We’re so excited to be bringing WE Day Family to Vancouver on November 21, 2018! This event is all about the power your fami-

ly has to change the world together. We’ve been empowering young people to transform communities at home and around the 

world for more than 20 years, and if there is one thing we know to be true, it’s that raising caring and compassionate kids is a fami-

ly affair. WE makes doing good, doable. We give families the motivation, inspiration and support to harness your individual talents 

to bond together around causes that matter. 

 

At our inaugural Vancouver event, hear from inspirational speakers and performers who will bring to life our theme of “Get Do-

ing”—the idea of building a brighter future and what happens when amazing families like yours come together to create change. 

Don’t miss this incredible opportunity to experience the magic of WE Day alongside the children in your life at our first Vancouver 

event! You’ll leave the event with tangible ideas to take action as a family and make a difference in your local and global community.  

 

     Sarah McLachlan          Peter Mansbridge                Esera Tuaolo              Jessi Cruickshank 

CLICK HERE REGISTER FOR WE DAY FAMILY - VANCOUVER  
We are confirming additional speakers and performers almost daily, so stay tuned for exciting updates to come!  

To learn more about WE Day Family Vancouver, visit WE.org/WECareVancouver.   

WE Day Family is just the beginning. You can access tools, inspiring articles and how-to support on our website to help you engage 

your family in making a difference. Find out more and sign up for our free WE Families newsletter at WE.org/become-a-we-family/.  

 

 

Made possible by 

 

 

WE DAY FAMILY  -  Vancouver 

https://www1.ticketmaster.ca/event/110055014BAC67C2?did=epind

